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Archiving local history: Norwood residents

share old photos for project
By Brian Falla fNews Siaff Witer
Tuesday, Octaber 26, 2004

NORWOOD - Memory Lane led directly to the Fred Holland Day
House Saturday with a Ubass-Boston pilot program aimed at boosting
local history resources.

Residents wers invited to bring in old pictures, which were
electronically scanned and dacumented. The idea, according to
Massachusatts Studies Project Board member and Norwood
Historical Society Executive Director, Elisabeth McGregar, is to create a
database of local histary.

Allthe photas will be available on the group's Web site,
www.msp.umb. edu, offering a resource for teachers and residents,
McGregor saig. The Massachusetts Studies Projectis an oulreach
project for educators and students located at the Ubass-Boston in the
Institute for Learing and Teaching. Its mission is to help students
understand their own communities by localizing the curiculum

“These pictures will show real faces and people will be able to see
the immigrant experience, the industrial experience and how these

communities grew,” said McGregor."Its also a nice way for people to
filn the pieces of their family historie

MecGregor said the idea for the pilot program, called Mass Memories
Froject, came from a MSP board mesting and was parly atributable to
some Norwood projects, such as the recent"The World Comes to
Norwood display atthe Historical Society and the publication of the
*Images of South Norwood" book.

McGregor said it seemed a perfect setup to launch the Mass.
Memories Project, which she hopes will soon travel to other towns.

"We had all the pictures alreaty here, so itwas a logical starting
point;”said MeGregor. "Now our job will be to o back and make a
presentationto the board and hopefull gt grant funding to continue
the project”

Saturday, residents came inwith manila envelopes and boxes
stuffed with old pictures. Each picture was idenified and residents
wete asked to fill out  form for each, not only identibing any people o
places, but also when the photo was taken, what, if any, buildings
could be seen in the background and other dstails.

Nomood High Sohool students biing
in local historo photographs for
archiving.
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could be seen in the background and other details.

Historical Society President Paticia Fanning, who put together the Images of South Norwood book
with the help of Heather Cole, was impressed with the photos thatwere brought in Saturday, saying she
wished some of them had surfaced prior to completion of the book

"Ive already seen several
onwihat we were looking for

ictures | wish we had" said Fanning."But | think people weren' really clear

Resident Jack McCarthy also got an unexpected surprise when a Roslindale resident brought n an
old photo showing his father as  young boy.

McCarthy estimated the photo was taken 70 years ago.
“Its incredible,” he said, adding that he never before metthe woman who brought n the photo
‘The story wasnta surprise to McGregor.

‘O, we gt that all the time around her
sharing stories "

said McGregor.

‘eople mest and network and begin

Its part of the reason MeGregor hopes the program takes of, which willrequire grant funding,

“There's a huge amount of data entry invalved with thi
students helping out, and this is justthe tip of the iceberg.

said McGregor."We have some work study

MecGregor hopes Saturday's eventwill allow the MSP to getto the rest of the iceberg,

( Reporter Brian Falla can be reached at 781-433-8339 or at biaila@enc.com.)
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